2006 -- Guidelines, Directives, Requirements, and Requests listed in Concilium Bulletin
Note: 

· Suggestions (S), which are defined as those items not required, are noted with an S.  
· Reminders and Requests (R), which are defined as items that simply restate what is in the Handbook or is already the clearly established practices are marked with an R.  These items are required, and should be carefully read.
· Directives, and declarations of new policy or guidance (D) – this is the information that is most important to read.  In many cases, this is announcement of new policy.  These items include new decisions made or announcements of existing policy where many are not following it.

January
D - Extract from the Handbook - revised edition 2005 - Chapter 40

3. The Special Relationship with our Sister Churches of the Orthodox Tradition

The work of bringing the message of Jesus Christ to every person, which, in the words of Pope Paul V1, is the "essential function of the Church" (EN:14), is closely linked to that other great commitment of the Church which is the promotion of reconciliation and unity among Christians. We recall here the prayer of our Lord at the Last Supper, "May they all be one. Father may they be one in Us, as You are in Me and I am in You, so that the world may believe it was You who sent Me." (Jn.17:21).

In the wake of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) Christian Unity is one of the great priorities of the Catholic Church in these times, for as the same Council points out "the division among Christians openly contradicts the will of Christ, scandalises the world, and damages that most holy cause, the preaching of the gospel to every creature". (UR:1). 

In the context of the above the following quotation from Pope John Paul 11 Apostolic Letter "Orientale Lumen" written as an aid to restoring unity with all Christians of the East is of the greatest importance: "Since in fact, we believe that the venerable and ancient tradition of the Eastern Churches is an integral part of the heritage of Christ's Church, the first need for Catholics is to be familiar with that tradition, so as to be nourished by it and to encourage the process of unity in the best way possible for each.

Our Eastern Catholic brothers and sisters are very conscious of being the living bearers of this tradition, together with our Orthodox brothers and sisters. The members of the Catholic Church of the Latin tradition must also be fully acquainted with this treasure and thus feel, with the Pope, a passionate longing that the full manifestation of the Church's catholicity be restored to the Church and to the world, expressed not by a single tradition, and still lies by one community in opposition to the other; and that we too may all be granted a full taste of the divinely revealed and undivided heritage of the universal Church which is preserved and grows in the life of the Churches of the East as in those of the West. (No. 1)."

Further on the Holy Father speaking of the Orthodox Churches, says: "A particularly close link already binds us to them. We have almost everything in common; and above all, we have in common the true longing for unity. (No. 3)."

These Orthodox Churches are truly our Sister Churches, we must promote in every way possible reconciliation and unity between us according to the mind of Christ and in keeping with the guidelines of the document "Unitatis Redintegratio" of the Second Vatican Council.

March

S- Guidelines, information and proposals for Legion websites

As the website is an opportune and relatively easy means of making the Legion and its apostolate known throughout the world, each higher Council is encouraged to have a website for its own area with appropriate links complying with Concilium guidelines. (See Concilium Website www.legion-of-mary.i.e.)

April
S- Causes of the Venerable Edel Quinn and the servants of God, Frank Duff and Alphonsus Lambe

For the purpose of widely distributing the prayers for the three Causes, it was suggested by the Concilium that in large countries, one of the major Legion Council might accept the responsibility of printing a large supply of the prayers for the above Causes for the use of all the legionaries in the area.

S- Over to You! The Concilium (The International Centre of the Legion of Mary) would welcome receiving articles (500 words) with photographs or a video of Legion events. These may be of use in promoting the Legion through the Maria Legionis Please send them to The Editor Maria Legionis Concilium Legionis Mariae Morning Star Avenue Brunswick Street Dublin 7, Ireland
July
S- Promotion of the Causes

Each council throughout the world can assist actively in the promotion of the Causes of the 3 Legion candidates - Venerable Edel Quinn, and the Servants of God Frank Duff and Alfie Lambe. This can be done very effectively by doing the following:

Appointing Promoters of the Cause: These can be legionaries, not necessarily officers - and can be non-legionaries too who have a particular interest in one of the candidates. They would have a good stock of prayer leaflets available as well as some literature on the candidate for distribution. 

Organising a Prayer Group for the Cause: This can take the form of a monthly meeting, commence with prayer with the recitation of the Rosary recommended, followed by a reading about the person - Frank Duff, Edel Quinn, Alfie Lambe, followed by a time for petition, time for favours received, quiet time for reflection and concluding with the Prayer for Beatification. 

Organising an Annual Commemorative Mass: This can be done around the birth-date or anniversary of death. It would be good if possible to invite the Bishop of the Diocese to celebrate the Mass and have him or someone else give a homily on the person whose Cause is being commemorated. At the Mass prayer leaflets for the candidate can be available for all attending. Asking all Legionaries - active and auxiliary - to recite the prayer daily, to carry leaflets on their person and give it to people we meet in the course of our Legion assignments and to people who cross our paths day to day. In order for a favour to be meaningful to the progression of a Cause it must be assigned to one of the three, rather than be a combination of a couple of them. That too would be even more applicable when it comes to looking at paper work required to back up an attested miracle.

August
D- Recitation of the Prayer of the Servant of God Frank Duff

We wish to inform you that a decision was taken by the Concilium at its April 2005 meeting permitting the recitation of the Prayer for the Beatification of the Servant of God, Frank Duff. The recommendation was that the prayer would be recited at the end of every Legion meeting (praesidium and council) which takes place throughout the world.

It is to be understood that the recitation of this prayer is not interfering with the prayers invariable coming, as it does, after the Concluding Prayers of the Legion and is provided for under Chapter 19, Section 16 of the Handbook.

It is also to be understood that the recitation of this prayer for beatification refers only to Frank Duff in his capacity as founder of the Legion of Mary.

The idea is to mobilize all 3 million active members of the Legion encouraging those already reciting the prayer to continue to do so daily. For those not already saying the prayer to encourage them to undertake daily recitation. Hopefully the 10 million Auxiliary members will be encouraged likewise.

The Concilium commends those councils throughout the world which have had the Prayer for Beatification translated into the languages used by the legionaries. The Concilium will gladly assist in paying for the translation and printing of those written languages and dialects yet to be translated. Where translations have already been done we encourage every council to print copies of the Prayer leaflet for distribution to all their members and for the general public so that, if God so ordains, the Servant of God, Frank Duff can yield many favors and miracles.

In writing to the councils directly attached to the Concilium we ask your co-operation in making this decision known to all directly attached praesidia and councils in your care.

The Concilium has no doubt that the implementation of this decision will shower many graces not just on those working for the Cause but on us as members and on the Church as a whole. It is an opportunity for us all to read up as much as we can about our founder and come to a fresh realization of just how blessed by God and Our Lady he was. From when he was a young man right throughout his life to his death in 1980 Frank Duff was in the special care of the Providence of God. Each one of us owes him our deep gratitude. Recitation of the prayer for his beatification is one way of showing this.

September

R- Exploratio Dominicalis

Chapter 40. Par 9 Handbook

Exploratio Dominicalis is the term by which is known what might be called a mini-Peregrinatio and which might be translated as the Sunday search for souls. Every praesidium in the world is urged, if possible as a body, to devote at least one Sunday in the year to an expedition to some place - possibly a problem area - at a little distance away, but at the same time not so far as to absorb undue time in traveling. The Exploratio need not be limited to one day; two or three days might be found possible. Exploratio Dominicalis enables the majority (in many cases all) of the members of a praesidium to undertake such a venture. It is recognised that even with the best of will, the Peregrinatio Pro Christo itself is not a possibility for the majority of legionaries.Experience shows that it is necessary to stress, what the Concilium has repeatedly emphasised, that is, that Exploratio Dominicalis is essentially a praesidium project. Councils and praesidia are asked to keep this point in mind when Exploratio Dominicalis is being organised.

October
R- Favors attributed to the Intercession of The Servant of God, Frank Duff should be reported to: 

Legion of Mary De Montfort House, 

Morning Star Avenue, 

North Brunswick Street, 

Dublin 7, Ireland

December
R- Prayer for the Beatification of the Servant of God Frank Duff

God our Father, You inspired your servant Frank Duff with a profound insight into the mystery of Your Church, the Body of Christ, and of the place of Mary the Mother of Jesus in this mystery. In his immense desire to share this insight with others and in filial dependence on Mary he formed her Legion to be a sign of her maternal love for the world and a means of enlisting all her children in the Church's evangelising work. We thank you Father for the graces conferred on him and for the benefits accruing to the Church from his courageous and shining faith. With confidence we beg You that through his intercession you grant the petition we lay before You ................ We ask too that if it be in accordance with Your will, the holiness of his life may be acknowledged by the Church for the glory of your Name, through Christ Our Lord, Amen.

This prayer can be obtained from the Legion of Mary website: www.legion-of-mary.ie
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