2005 -- Guidelines, Directives, Requirements, and Requests listed in Concilium Bulletin
Note: 

· Suggestions (S), which are defined as those items not required, are noted with an S.  
· Reminders and Requests (R), which are defined as items that simply restate what is in the Handbook or is already the clearly established practices are marked with an R.  These items are required, and should be carefully read.
· Directives, and declarations of new policy or guidance (D) – this is the information that is most important to read.  In many cases, this is announcement of new policy.  These items include new decisions made or announcements of existing policy where many are not following it.

January
D- Attendance of Council meetings of the officers of directly attached praesidia

Concern was expressed about the low attendance at some Councils of the officers of directly attached praesidia. These praesidia form the core of the Council and a good attendance of their officers is vital for the life and vigor of the Council, which depends on their active participation in the proceedings at the monthly meetings and on their assistance with the management of the Council. Officers of directly attached praesidia need to be drawn more into the work of Council administration and to be reminded of the value of their regular attendance at meetings.
R- Causes for Canonisation

Legionaries in all parts of the world are requested to promote the Causes of the Servants of God, Frank Duff and Alfie Lambe and the Venerable Edel Quinn by distributing the prayers for these Causes to as many people as they meet on a daily basis, if possible.

February

D- Note for Council Secretaries

The Concilium wishes to receive minutes of your Council meeting monthly and ask you to refrain from sending 2 or more set of minutes together

R- The Annual Acies Function

Extract from the Legion of Mary Handbook

Bearing in mind the importance of devotion to Mary in the Legion system, each year there shall be a consecration of legionaries to Our Lady. The consecration - which shall comprise both an individual and a collective consecration - will take place on the 25th March or on a day close thereto, and will be known as the Acies. This Latin word, meaning as it does an army ranged in battle array, is appropriate to a ceremony in which the legionaries as a body assemble to renew their fealty to Mary, Queen of the Legion, and from her to receive strength and blessing for yet another year's battle with the forces of evil. Moreover, the word is in effective contrast with praesidium, which contemplates the Legion, no longer drawn up in united array, but split up into its various sections, each engaged in its own particular sphere of duty. 

The Acies is the great central annual function of the Legion, so that it is necessary to stress the importance of attendance on the part of every member. The essential idea of the Legion, upon which all else is built, is that of working in union with and in dependence on Mary, its Queen. The Acies is the solemn expression of that union and dependence, the renewal - individual and collective - of the legionary declaration of fealty. Hence it is manifest that any legionaries who can attend, and yet fail to do so, have little or none of the spirit of the Legion in them.
March

R-   Some Useful Notes on how a Comitium functions

The raising of a Curia to Comitium arises after discussion with the next highest Council and subject to the agreement of the Ecclesiastical Authorities.

The Comitium continues to act as a Curia in respect of its directly attached praesidia. The Comitium takes unto itself certain extra responsibilities of supervision. 

The officers of the attached praesidia continue to attend the Comitium meeting and are the core members of the body. The appointments of praesidium officers happens in the same way as prior to becoming a Comitium. 

The officers of the Comitium (now raised from Curia) continue to serve the remainder of their terms of office. 

It is desirable that the attached Curiae officers would attend the Comitium meeting and report to it every two to three months. 

If the Officers of the attached Curiae are unable to attend regularly the Comitium should appoint correspondents with the Curiae. 

The correspondents should receive minutes of the Curiae meetings each month and compile a report, based on the minutes, for presentation to the Comitium every two to three months. The correspondents should write to the Curiae every month with comments on the minutes, advice and suggestions, and give news from the Comitium. 

The elections of officers of the attached Curiae are submitted to the Comitium for ratification. The elections of officers of the Comitium are submitted to the next highest Council for ratification. 

The Comitium should visit the attached Curiae, at least once a year, more often if possible. 

Extension of the Legion is an important duty of the Comitium, of each of its attached Curiae, of praesidia and of the individual legionaries. 

The higher motivation of service of God in union with Our Blessed Lady should be at the heart of all Legion proceedings and considerations.
July
D- Letter sent to all Legion Councils in the World

Re: Recitation of the Prayer for the Beatification of the Servant of God, Frank Duff

We wish to inform you that a decision was taken by the Concilium at its April 2005 meeting permitting the recitation of the Prayer for the Beatification of the Servant of God, Frank Duff. The recommendation was that the prayer would be recited at the end of every Legion meeting (praesidium and Council) which takes place throughout the world

. 

It is to be understood that the recitation of this prayer is not interfering with the prayers invariable coming, as it does, after the Concluding Prayers of the Legion and is provided for under Chapter 19, Section 16 of the Handbook.

It is also to be understood that the recitation of this prayer for beatification refers only to Frank Duff in his capacity as founder of the Legion of Mary.

We set out for the information of all legionaries the reasons for the decision:

The absolute necessity of prayer for the Vice Postulator and the team working on the Cause because of the magnitude of the work involved.

The theology of the grace of a founder whose Cause takes much greater precedence than those who follow him.

The fact that none of us would be members of the Legion of Mary but for Frank Duff.

The idea is to mobilise all 3 million active members of the Legion encouraging those already reciting the prayer to continue to do so daily. For those not already saying the prayer to encourage them to undertake daily recitation. Hopefully the 10 million Auxiliary members will be encouraged likewise.

The Concilium commends those Councils throughout the world which have had the Prayer for Beatification translated into the languages used by the legionaries. The Concilium will gladly assist in paying for the translation and printing of those written languages and dialects yet to be translated. Where the translations have already been done we encourage every Council to print copies of the Prayer leaflet for distribution to all their members and for the general public so that, if God so ordains, the Servant of God Frank Duff can yield many favours and miracles.

In writing to the Councils directly attached to the Concilium we ask your co-operation in making this decision known to all directly attached praesidia and Councils in your care.

The Concilium has no doubt that the implementation of this decision will shower many graces not just on those working for the Cause but on us as members and on the Church as a whole. It is an opportunity for us all to read up as much as we can about our founder and come to a fresh realisation of just how blessed by God and Our Lady he was. From when he was a young man right through to his death in 1980 Frank Duff was in the special care of the Providence of God. Each one of us owes him our deep gratitude. Recitation of the prayer for his beatification is one way of showing this.

Signed     Fr. Bede McGregor O.P.     Sile Ni Chochláin

Spiritual Director             President

May 2005

September
S- Over to You!

The Concilium (The International Centre of the Legion of Mary)

would welcome receiving articles (500 words)

with photographs or a video of Legion events.

These may be of use in promoting the Legion

through the Maria Legionis and in future video productions. 

Please send them to

The Editor

Maria Legionis

Concilium Legionis Mariae

Morning Star Avenue

Brunswick Street

Dublin 7, Ireland
December
D- Guidelines for Legion Websites approved by Concilium 

1. No commercial advertising permitted - never make use of so called "free" sites 

2. Opening page should identify website as belonging to Legion of Mary (use Vexillum or Tessera or both) 

3. National flags should not be included in the website 

4. Opening page should include the name of the council and say whether Senatus, Regia, Comitium, Curia or Praesidium 

5. The higher Councils should oversee the contents of any Legion websites in their area 

6 Legion website addresses should be notified to the next highest council 

7. Content of website should be reviewed regularly and should be looked at as part of the visitation of a council. The site should bear reference to the most recent update 

8. Legion Prayers should be included on the website 

9. Include items about the Servant of God Frank Duff, Venerable Edel Quinn, the Servant of God Alfie Lambe along with local news and events 

10. The work of legionaries in sensitive areas of the world should never be referred to in a Legion website 

11. Links may be made to other dedicated websites which comply with these guidelines 

12. Care should be taken in regard to other links since the Legion has not control over their contents 

13. Personal addresses or contact information should not appear on Legion websites 

14. Remember to preserve the confidentiality of people and not to publish their photographs without their consent 

15. Have in place a procedure for the updating of the site at regular intervals and to remove dated content 

16. It is better not to make use of number counters on the web page itself as it can be counterproductive e.g. one website boasted 425 hits in 15 years 

17.  Have a procedure in place whereby e-mail arising from the website is responded to promptly in a supervised way 

18. The use of gimmicks is not recommended 

19. Do not make use of the web page to harvest e-mail addresses - people resent unsolicited e-mail and in many countries it is illegal to issue it 

20. For the same reason never participate in the generation of spam 

21. Remember to respect the law in relation to copyright 

22.  Keep your system safe. Remember to have anti virus software installed and to update it regularly. It is best to make use of software that automatically checks for and installs its own updates, whenever you connect to the Internet
