2004 -- Guidelines, Directives, Requirements, and Requests listed in Concilium Bulletin
Note: 

· Suggestions (S), which are defined as those items not required, are noted with an S.  
· Reminders and Requests (R), which are defined as items that simply restate what is in the Handbook or is already the clearly established practices are marked with an R.  These items are required, and should be carefully read.
· Directives, and declarations of new policy or guidance (D) – this is the information that is most important to read.  In many cases, this is announcement of new policy.  These items include new decisions made or announcements of existing policy where many are not following it.

January
R- Council Minutes

Councils which are directly affiliated to the Concilium are expected to send their minutes on a monthly basis to the Concilium. Some Councils have occasionally sent on multiple sets of minutes and as this causes problems for the Concilium correspondents, Councils are requested to try to forward their minutes monthly if at all possible.

S- Legion of Mary Causes for Canonization

Work on these Causes viz trhe Venerable Edel Quinn, and the Servants of God, Frank Duff and Alphonsus Lambe is progressing. A seminar was recently held by the Concilium and many who were present recalled when they met Frank Duff and how he impressed them. The reminiscences of other legionaries throughout the world would be welcomed by the committees working on his Cause. We will be commemorating the 60th anniversary of the death of Edel Quinn in May 2004 and perhaps Councils will arrange a Mass or other functions to make her better known.

March

D- Legion Funds

It is recommended that whatever surplus funds remain after the needs of the praesidium have been met, should be sent to the Curia for the general purposes of the Legion". (Handbook Chap. 35 on Funds). Praesidia and Councils should not hold on to surplus funds but pass them on to the next highest body in accordance with the handbook.

Funds for special purposes, such as literature, should also be subject to an annual audit and be regularly and fully reported on, and accounted for, to the praesidium and relevant Council. These special funds should not be allowed to grow much larger than is necessary for their needs. Surplus funds should be passed on.

Many legionaries, on taking on an office where they have to handle funds, have had no previous experience in handling money or in dealing with accounts. In order that financial matters are properly managed Councils should ensure that correct procedures are put in place and ensure that they are followed. This would include:

That larger amounts of money be held in a bank account in the name of the Legion body and not in the name of an individual

   That two signatures are required for withdrawals

   That a system to properly record receipts and payments is put in place

   That the annual audit is carried out (the completion of the annual audit is the key to maintaining finances in good order)

   That all funds are fully reported on and

   That surplus funds are passed on in accordance with the handbook

April

R- Prayers for the Causes of the Venerable Edel,

and The Servants of God Frank Duff and Alfie Lambe

The Concilium wishes to appeal to all Councils to ensure that prayers for the above Causes are available throughout their areas. It is recommended that the prayers be translated into the main language in each area and that they be printed and widely distributed not only to legionaries but to members of the public as well.

May
S- Causes of the Venerable Edel Quinn and 

the Servants of God, Frank Duff and Alphonsus Lambe

For the purpose of widely distributing the prayers for the three Causes, it was suggested at the Concilium meeting that in very large countries, one of the major Legion Council might accept the responsibility of printing a large supply of the prayers for the use of all the legionaries in the area.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

S- Over to You!

The Concilium (The International Centre of the Legion of Mary) would welcome receiving articles (500 words) with photographs or a video of Legion events. These may be of use in promoting the Legion through Maria Legionis and future video promotions

Please send them to:

The Editor

Maria Legionis

Concilium Legionis Mariae

Morning Star Avenue

Brunswick Street

Dublin 7, Ireland

Or e-mail to : concilium@legion-of-mary.ie
June
S- Reminder Legion Functions

The Concilium would welcome receiving detailed reports, film footage, photographs or a VHS of Legion gatherings of interest

These may be of use in promoting the Legion through Maria Legionis and future video promotions

October

S- The Concilium (the International Centre of the Legion of Mary)

would welcome receiving articles (500 words) with photographs or a video of Legion events. These may be of use in promoting the Legion through the Maria Legionis and in future video productions.

Please send them to:

The Editor Maria Legionis

Concilium Legionis Mariae

Morning Star Avenue

Brunswick Street

DUBLIN 7. Ireland

Or

e-mail to: concilium@legion-of-mary.ie
November

S- Urgent appeal for Photographs or film footage
The Concilium would welcome receiving photographs or a VHS copy of Legion gatherings of interest

These may be of use in promoting the Legion through Maria Legionis and video productions

December
R- Audits

Councils are reminded to have their annual audits carried out as set out in the Handbook

