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End d EaCh A new praesidium of the Legion d Mary isbeing
|\/| ea] ng [seep.3] started-up at Star of the SeaCathadlic Churchin Virginia
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Divine Mysteries Holy Orders

Priests by saaed ordination and misgon which they recave from the bishops are promoted to
the serviceof Christ the Teader, Priest and King.

Priests, who are taken from among men and adained for men in the things that belongto God
in order to dffer gifts and saaificesfor sins, neverthelesslive on eath with ather men as
brothers. The Lord Jesus, the Son d God, a Man sent by the Father to men, dwelt among s and
will ed to beaome like his brethren in all things except sin. The holy apostlesimitated him.
Blessed Paul, the doctor of the Gentil es, "set apart for the Gospel of God" (Rom 1:1) dedares
that he became dl thingsto all men that he might save dl. Priests of the New Testament, by
their vocaion and adination, arein a cetain sense set apart in the bosom of the People of God.
However, they are not to be separated from the People of God a from any person; but they are
to be totally dedicaed to the work for which the Lord has chosen them. [Cont. p.5]
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News and Events

Acies Moved to March
18th at St. Matthew

Acieswill now be held onMarch 18&h at
3:00 pm. at St. Matthew. St. Matthew
Cathdlic Churchinislocaed at 3314Sandra
Lane, VirginiaBead, VA.

Theword Aciesis Latin, and means, “an
army ranged in bettle aray.” At Acies
legionaries as abody assemble to renew
their fedty to Mary, Queen o the Legion,
and from her to recave strength and
blessng for yet anather yea's battle with the
forces of evil.

The Aciesisthe grea central annual
function d the Legion, so that it isnecessary
to stressthe importance of attendance onthe
part of every member. Eadh praesidiumis
asked to annourcethe date and locaion o
Acies at every weekly meding from now
until March 18h, andto take every effort to
inform their auxili aries of the event, and
ensure that asystemisin-placeto provide
transportationto Acies for any home-bound
auxili aries or non-drivers whowish to
attend.

At the Acies, legionaries dal asemble &
St. Mathew Cathalic Church, where there
will be astatue of the Immaaulate
Conception, suitably decorated with flowers
and candes. In front of the statue will stand
alarge-sizereplicaof the Legion vexill um.
After ahymn, foll owed by the opening
prayers of the Legionincluding the Rosary,
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an addressby a priest onthe significance of
the conseaationto Our Lady follows. We
are pleased to annourcethat Most Reverend
BishopFrancis Xavier DiLorenzo, Bishop d
Richmond, is currently scheduled to gvethe
address

Then the processon towards the statue
begins. The Spiritual Direaors gofirst in
singlefile. Then the legionaries, also singly,
(except if the number are too ged, then we
may goin pairs). On reading the vexill um,
ead ore (or ead pair) pauses; then, plaang
the hand uponthe staff of the vexill um, he
repeasvocdly, asanindividua ad of
conseaation, the following words: “1 am all
yours, my Queen, my Mother, and all that |
haveisyours.” Thisdonre, the vexillumis
relinquished, the legionary bows dightly and
pasEs on.

When al | egionaries have resumed their
places, an ad of conseaationto Our Lady is
said aloud by the priest on behalf of all
present. Following this, the Catenais
redted, all present standing.

Next, there will be benediction o the Most
Blessd Saaament; after which the
concluding prayers of the Legion areredted,
ahymnis sung andthe Aciesisthen
officially complete, -- however, we will
hope everyone will then join usin the St.
Matthew’s Schod Cafeteriafor areception
with some food, light entertainment, and

fell owship.
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New Praesdium at Star
of the Sea Catholic
Church

A new praesidium of the Legion d Mary is
being started-up at Star of the SeaCathadlic
Churchin VirginiaBead, VA. Thefirst
meding was held onTuesday, January 23*
at 8:30a.m. inthe Annex. A seaond
meding was held Tuesday, January 30th at
the same time and location. Future
medings, starting Feb. 8th will be held at
7:00 pm. on Thursdays.

The picture dove shows agathering o
people dter the Saturday evening Massat
Star of the Seq during areauiting diveto
encourage parishioners at Star of the Seato
join the newly forming praesidium. There
was gred interest in the Legion d Mary
shown by parishioners.

A new praesidiumisalso starting at St.
Matthews Cathalic Church for Junior
Legionaries. The new junior praesidium at
St. Matthews, will be the third praesidium at
the parish, alongwith itstwo adult praesidia.
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Frank Duff Prayer to be
Prayed at End of Each
Meeting

In April 2005 Concili um recommend the
following prayer be reated at the end d
every Legion meding (praesidium and
courxcil) throughou the world:

Prayer for the Bedificaion d the
Servant of God Frank Duff

God our Father, Youinspired your servant
Frank Duff with aprofoundinsight into the
mystery of Your Church, the Body of Christ,
and d the placeof Mary the Mother of Jesus
In this mystery. In hisimmense desire to
share thisinsight with athersandin fili al
dependenceon Mary he formed her Legion
to be asign d her maternal love for the
world and ameans of enlisting all her
children in the Church's evangeli zing work.
We thank you Father for the graces
conferred on hm and for the benefits
acauingto the Church from his courageous
and shining faith. With confidencewe beg
Youthat through hsintercessonyou gant
the petition we lay before You... We ak too
that if it bein acordancewith Your will , the
halinessof hislife may be a&knowledged by
the Church for the glory of your Name,
throughChrist Our Lord, Amen.

Marian Holy Days

- February 11- Our Lady of Lourdes

NOTE: The Next Total Conseaation cycle
begins February 20th

Isaue 8, December 2006
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HandbookStudy

ANNUAL AUD ITS

"The Treasurer's books dall be audited
annually. It is suggested that two members of
the Praesidium or the Courcil (asthe cae may
be), other than the Treasurer, be gpanted to
that duty:' (Legion Handbook 24.8).

\

It is suggested that referenceto the audit
shoud be made in the aanual reports of
Praesidiato their Courncils and also duing
vigitation d Praesidia by Courxils. It seans
desirable that the audit shoud be caried ou at
the sametime eab yea. In the cae of a
Praesidium it might be considered suitable to
have it done when the annual report is being
prepared.

It is also suggested that referenceto the audit
be made in the Minutes of Praesidia and
Courcilsandin reports of Courcilsto Higher
Courxils. Corresponcknts are requested to
draw the atention d Courcilsto this
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requirement and to monitor Minutes and
reports with thisin mind.

It isimportant that the audit shoud cover all
income and expenditure and any monies on
deposit and that the auditors verify, through
current bank statements and/or adual cash in
hand, the balance shown. The audit shoud also
cover al financial transadionsrelated to the
works of Praesidia, for example, sales of
newspapers, books and magaznes, clubs,
Patricians, etc, and also financial transadions
related to property, sales of MariaLegionis,
Handbools and aher Legion literature, etc.

It isdesirable that the auditors' report be
presented at ameding d the Praesidium or
Courxil. It would be of asgstanceto all
Courxcilsin carying ou their resporsibiliti es
towards the Praesidia and Council s affili ated to
them if copies of the auditors reports could be
presented or forwarded to them.

"It would be impossble to associate the ideaof
wastefulnesswith Our Lady's housekeeping.
Therefore it goes without saying that every
Legionary body must handle its property and
its funds, watchfully and econamicadly."
(Legion Handbook 24 9).

(Taken from Same Handbodk Refledions)
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Divine Mysteries

Holy Orders

They canna be ministers of Christ unless
they be withesses and dspensers of alife
other than eathly life. But they canna be of
serviceto men if they remain strangers to
the life and condtions of men. Their
ministry itself, by a speaa titl e, forbids that
they be conformed to thisworld; yet at the
sametimeit requiresthat they livein this
world among men.

Sinceno ore can be saved who daesnat first
believe, priests, as co-workers with their
bishops, have the primary duty of
proclaiming the Gospel of Godto al. Inthis
way they fulfill the command d the Lord:
"Going therefore into the whole world
pread the Gospel to every credure’ (Mk
16:15), and they establish and buld upthe
People of God. Throughthe savingword the
spark of faith islit in the heats of
unbelievers, and fed in the heats of the
faithful. Faith comes from heaing, and
heaing throughthe word of Christ.

But priestly preadingis often very difficult
in the arcumstances of the modern world. In
order that it might more dfedively move
men's minds, the word of God ouglt not to
be explained in agenera and abstrad way,
but rather by applying the lasting truth of the
Gospel to the particular circumstances of
life.

The ministry of theword is caried ou in
many ways, ac@rding to the various needs
of thase who hea and the speaal gifts of
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those who pread. In areas or communiti es
of nonChristians, the proclaiming d the
Gospel draws men to faith andto the
saaaments of salvation. In the Christian
community, espeaally amongthose who
sean to understand and believelittl e of what
they pradice, the preading d theword is
nealed for the very ministering d the
saaaments. They are predsely saaaments
of faith, afaith which isborn of and
nouished by the word. Thisis espedally
true of the Liturgy of the Word in the
cdebration d Mass in which the
proclaiming d the deah and resurredion o
Christ isinseparably joined to the resporse
of the people who hea, andto the very
offering whereby Christ ratified the New
Testament in his blood

The Eucharistic Action, over which the
priest presides, isthe very heat of the
congegation. So priests must instruct their
people to dfer to God the Father the Divine
Victim in the Saaifice of the Mass and to
jointo it the offering d their own lives. In
the spirit of Christ the Shepherd, they must
prompt their people to confesstheir sins
with a contrite heat in the sacament of
Penance, so that, mindful of hiswords
"Repent for the kingdam of God s at hand"
(Mt 4:17), they are drawn closer to the Lord
more and more eat day. Priests likewise
must instruct their people to participatein
the ceebrations of the saaed liturgy in such
away that they become proficient in
genuine prayer. They must coax their people
onto an ever more perfed and constant
spirit of prayer for every grace ad reed.
They must gently persuade everyone to the
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fulfill ment of the duties of his gate of life,
andto greder progressin respondngin a
sensible way to the evangelicd counsels.
Finally, they must train the faithful to sing
hymns and spiritual songsin their heatsto
the Lord, always giving thanks to God the
Father for al things in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

In bulding up & the Church, priests must
trea all with exceptional kindressin
imitation d the Lord. They shoud aad
toward men, nat as eekingto please them,
but in acord with the demands of Christian
doctrine and life. They shoud tead them
and admonish them as beloved sons,
acording to the words of the Apostle: "Be
urgent in season, out of season, reprove,
entred, rebuke in al patience and dactrine”
(2Tim4:2).

Priests therefore, as educatorsin the faith,
must seeto it either by themselves or
through dhers that the faithful are led
individually in the Holy Spirit to a
development of their own vocaion
acording to the Gospel, to asincere and
pradicd charity, andto that freedom with
which Christ has made us free Ceremonies
however beautiful, or associations however
flourishing, will be of littl e value if they are
not direded toward the educaion d men to
Christian maturity.

Althoughthey have obligations toward all
men, priests have aspeaal obligationto the
poa and we&k entrusted to them, for our
Lord himself showed that he was united to
them, and their evangeli zationis mentioned
asasign d messanic adivity.

The officeof pastor isnot confined to the
cae of the faithful asindividuals, but also in
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atrue sense is extended to the formation d a
genuine Christian community. Y et the spirit
of the community shoud be so fostered asto
embracencot only the locd church, but also
the universal Church. Thelocd community
shoud promote not only the cae of its own
faithful, but, fill ed with amisgonary zed, it
shoud prepare dso the way to Christ for all
men. In aspeda way, caechumens and the
newly-baptized who must be educaed
gradually to know andto live the Christian
life ae entrusted to hiscare.

Priests, never losing sight of the full nessof
the priesthoodwhich the bishops enjoy,
must resped in them the authority of Christ,
the Supreme Shepherd. They must therefore
stand by their bishops in sincere darity and
obedience This priestly obedience, imbued
with a spirit of cooperationis based onthe
very sharing in the goiscopal ministry which
isconferred on piests bath throughthe
Saaament of Orders andthe canonicd
misson.

Priests have been placed in the midst of the
laity to lead them to the unity of charity,
"loving ore anather with fraternal love,
eager to gve one ancther precalence' (Rom
12:10). They are defenders of the cmmmon
good with which they are dharged in the
name of the bishop. At the same time, they
are strenuous asertors of the truth, lest the
faithful be carried abou by every wind o
doctrine

Priests s1oud na be sent singly to a new
field of labor, espedally to ore where they
are not completely famili ar with the
language and customs; rather, after the
example of the disciples of Christ, they
shoud be sent two or threetogether so that
they may be mutually helpful to ore ancther.
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Parents and teaders and all who are
engaged in any way in the educaion d boys
and youngmen shoud so prepare them that
they will recognizethe solicitude of our
Lord for hisflock, will consider the needs of
the Church, and will be prepared to respond
generously to ou Lord when he cdls,
saying: "Here|l am Lord, send me" (Is 6:8).

Holi nessdoes much for priestsin carrying
onafruitful ministry. Although dvine grace
could use unworthy ministersto effed the
work of salvation, yet for the most part God
choases, to show forth hiswonders, those
who are more open to the power and
diredion d the Holy Spirit, and who can by
reason d their close unionwith Christ and
their holinessof life say with St. Paul: "And
yet | am alive; or rather, not I; it is Christ
that livesin me" (Gal 2:20).

Perfed and perpetual continencefor the sake
of the Kingdan of Heaven, commended by
Christ the Lord and throughthe @urse of
time aswell asin ou own daysfredy
accepted and olserved in a praiseworthy
manner by many of the faithful, is held by
the Church to be of gred valuein a speaal
manner for the priestly life. Indeed, it is not
demanded by the very nature of the
priesthood asis apparent from the pradice
of the ealy Church and from the traditions
of the Eastern Churches. where, besides
those who with all the bishops, by a gift of
grace chocse to olserve cdibacy, there ae
also married priests of highest merit. It
permanently exhorts all those who have
recaved the priesthoodand marriage to
persevere in their holy vocaion so that they
may fully and generously continue to
expend themselves for the sake of the flock
commended to them.

Mary’s Notebodk

Isaue 8, December 2006

Sincethe beginning, the ordained ministry
has been conferred and exercised in three
degrees: that of bishops, that of presbyters,
and that of dea®ns.

The bishopreceves the full nessof the
saaament of Holy Orders, which integrates
him into the goiscopal college and makes
him the visible head of the particular Church
entrusted to him. As succesors of the
apostles and members of the wllege, the
bishops dare in the gostolic resporsibility
and misson d the whole Church under the
authority of the Pope, successor of St. Peter.

Priests are united with the bishopsin
sacedatal dignity and at the sametime
depend onthem in the exercise of their
pastoral functions; they are cdled to be the
bishops' prudent co-workers. They form
aroundtheir bishopthe presbyterium which
beas resporsibility with hm for the
particular Church. They recave from the
bishopthe dharge of a parish community or
adeterminate ectesia office

Deamns are ministers ordained for tasks of
service of the Church; they do nd receve
the ministerial priesthood but ordination
confers onthem important functionsin the
ministry of the word, divine worship,
pastoral governance, and the service of
charity, tasks which they must carry out
under the pastoral authority of their bishop.

The Church confers the saaament of Holy
Orders only on baptized men (viri). Church
authority alone has the resporsibility and
right to cdl someoneto receve the

saaament of Holy Orders.
{Aboveisasummary of the Catechism}
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Legion Spirit

ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING

To fulfill the need to plan, officers of a
praesidium or courcil might consider the value
of meding orce ayea for the purpose of
planning for the yea aheal It is desirable that
sufficient time be dl owed for the meding so
that ideas and suggestions can be well
discus=d. It would be helpful, also, if the
President invited the other officers to submit
suggestions in advancefor the agenda of this
meding.

If the officers approad the medingin aspirit
of faith and unonwith Mary and conscious of
Brother Duff's words, quaed abowve, they will
be giving scope for the Holy Spill , to work
throughthem. The plans formulated at this
meding can then be brough to the praesidium
or courcil for consideration and approved, can
then he put into effed throughthe weekly
praesidium meeding a the monthly courcil
meding. For courcil s, of course, the pre-
council meding provides oppatunities for
follow-up and ongoing danning.

Planning for the Praesidium: There ae many
items might be considered at an annual
planning meding: Reauiting new members,
adive and auxili ary; promoting Pragorian
Adjutorian membership and True Devotionto
Mary: Improving reports and study of the
handbook Exploratio Dominicdis, Auxili ary
Rally; Retreds; Praesidium functionin
September, etc. The development of the
members and d the work isapriority. The
handbookspeaks of an enterprising spirit being
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kept ali ve the members by the regular breging
of new ground Isthe praesidium tadling the
most urgent needs? What more shoud the
praesidium be doing?

Planning for the Council: In additionto such
items as: Frequency of reports; visitation o
praesidia and affili ated courcils; Legion
Functions: Acies, Annual Retred, etc.;
Eledions, Appantment of officers of
praesidia, Annual audit, etc, thereisthe grea
neal to plan Extension and the development of
the gostolate in the wurcil areg it can be a
grea help to sit down with amap o the aea
and nde the strengths and weaknesses bath as
regards places with ar without the Legion and
also in regard to the extent of the Legion
apostolate. Do higher courcil s consider
delegating resporsibility for Extension.

In certain areas to affili ated courcils? Isthe
Legion apostolate direded to the most urgent
nealsin the wurcil ared? Do the officers think
that they have to doeverything- themselves?
The handbooksays:. "the denial of some
resporsibility to those who are fit to assume it
doesinjusticebath to those individuals and to
thewhole Legion."(P 166) The handbookalso
saysthat the wnsideration of new works forms
an important part of the work of a Curia. If
planningisto be dfedive, it will be necessary
to assgn spedfic tasksto individual officers or
members, who shoud be asked to acourt for
them. Otherwise, plans may remain just that,
plans.

(Takefrom Samne Handbod Refledions)
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Speaal Excerpt

5 November 2006

Dea Presidents of Attached Courcils and Praesidia,

GUIDANCE FROM CONCILIUM FOR TREASURERS

REPORTS: Reports, annual for praesidia and monthly for a curcil, must be more detail ed.
Thismeanslisting and reporting at the meeing all sources of income including from whom and
the anount, and all expendituresincludingto whom and the anourt.

CHECK. All ched&kswritten from a council bank ac@urt require two signatures. All council
chedking acourts must be in abank, not a aedit union, and be of the non-profit type such as
the boy scouts.

AUDITS. Whenever an audit is done from the praesidium level up areport must be submitted
to the next higher level, i.e., praesidium to curia, curiato Regia and Regiato Concilium. The
report, which can bein the form of a simple memo, shoud state the names of the auditors, what
they chedked and the results. For example, at the praesidium level the auditors shoud chedk the
math (additions for income and subtraaions for expenditures), ched all expenditures andthe
respedive recept, and whether the expenditure was appropriate. Please mnsult the Handbook
for guidanceon appropriate expenditures. If thereisaquestion, ask the Treasurer the next level
up. At courxil level, auditors are gproved by the body.

UNUSUAL EXPENDITURES. For courcils, unusual expenditures must be gproved by the
body. It may be necessary to have the body define “unusua”. For a praesidium, consult the
Handbook

In the service of Our Lady,

DennisG. Monroe
[Arlington] Regia President
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