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News & Events 2 The Richmond Curia is holding a joint retreat with the
Handbook Study 3-4 Tidewater Curia on Friday, November 9 and Saturday,
Divine Mysteries 5-7 November 10, 2007. Please contact an officer at your
Legion Spirit 8 praesidium for more information about how to sign-up
Special/Extra 9-10 for this retreat [Cont. p.2]

The Praesidia Under

Praesidium Formation

Meetl ng The Tidewater Curiaisin the processof starting-up a

number of new praesidiain the aea At St. Matthew
Attendance d the weekly meding| Cathdlic Churchin VirginiaBead Virginia, anew

isa wre aped of the Legion o Junior Praesidium is being formed. The Praesidium
Mary system. A deeper lookinto | meesat 1:15P.M. every Sunday in the parish library.
the praesidium meding can help For more information abou this praesidium, contad us
us to continue our growth in the at extension@legiondmarytidewater.com [Cont. p.2]
Legion d Mary. [Cort. p.3]

Responses to some Questions Regarding
Certain Aspects of the Doctrine on the
Church

I ntroduction

The SecondVatican Courxil, with its Dogmatic Constitution ‘Lumen gentium,” and its Deaees
oneaumenism (" Unitatis redintegratio’) and the Oriental Churches (' Orientalium Ecdesiarum’),
has contributed in adeasive way to the renewal of Cathalic ecdesiology. The Supreme Portiffs
have dso contributed to this renewal by offering their own insights and aientations for praxis:
Paul VI in his Encyclicd Letter ‘Ecdesiam suam’ (1964 and JohnPaul Il in his Encyclicd
Letter ‘Ut unumsint’ (1995. [Cort. p.5]
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News and Events

Forming Praesdia

In addition to the newly forming junior
praesidium at St. Matthew, several other
praesidiawill be starting-upthisyea.

In August of this month, there will be an
information meding at St. Bede Cathadlic
Church in Willi amsburg, which will help
inform interested people in that parish abou
the Legion d Mary. The newly forming
praesidium at St. Bede will then hdd itsfirst
official meeting onSeptember 8",

Likewise, plans are underway to start new
praesidia & St. JohnCathalic Churchin
VirginiaBead, and at Holy Trinity Cathalic
Churchin Norfolk. If youareinterested in
helping to form these new praesidia, or if
you knaw of peoplein those parishes
interested in more information abou the
Legion d Mary, please mntad us at

extension@l egiond marytidewater.com.

Richmond Retreat

The Richmond Curiaretrea on November 9
—10inthe Richmond Va Areawill be held
at Mary, Mother of the Church Abbey 12829
River Road, Richmond, VA 23238 The
cost of the retred, including medsis $30.
For an additional $35(total of $65) one can
stay overnight.

For more information, or for speafic contad

information for the event, e-mail:
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webmaster @l egiondmarytidewater.com, or
contad an officer at your praesidium.

Richmond Retreat Schedule

Friday, 9 November 2007
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer and Holy Hour

with Benediciine Monks (opbonal)
5 =600 Dinner followed by
Regestration
G40 Lagion Prayers and Holy
Rosary
700-745  Talk: Father Collins
B:15 Calena and Concluding
Prayers
Opticnat: Viewing of Legion of Mary DVD
*** All refire for the evening * * *
Saturday, 10 November 2007
700 am. Moming Prayer with Monis
730 Holy Mass
8-530 Breakfast .
8:40 Legion Prayers and Holy Rosary
g9-845 Talk: Father Collins
Betweentalk  Silent Reflection/Confession
11:45 Recitaion of Catena
1200 - 1215 pm. Noon Prayer with Monks
1230 Lunch .
1:45 - 2:30 Tallc Father Collins
2735 Concluding Prayess
Silent Refiection/Confession
Optional............. Viewing of Lagion of Mary OVND
430 =530 Evening Prayer and Holy Hour
with Monks
545 Vigil Mass ofered by Father
Colins
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Handbook Study
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The Praesidium Meeting

"In an atmosphere made supernatural by its
wedth of prayer, by its devotional usages, and
by its sved spirit of fraternity, the praesidium
holds aweely meding..." (Handbook 115)

The handbook @votes many pages to the
praesidium meding-It may be worthwhile
refleding onsome-aspeds of this fundamental
and utal part of the Legion system, mindful of
the words of the handbook "So it can be
expeded that a praesidium which istrueto its
ideds will bestow arounditself life and
renewal and heding and solutions." (19:23)

SETTING OF THE MEETING:

The members fioud sit aroundatable & one
end d which the Legion altar is placed.
Traditionally, the President sits at the other end
faangthe dtar. The dtar must not be separated
from the meding-table or so placal asto
remove the statue outside the drcle of the
members.

THE LEGION ALTAR:

"It shoud be regarded as an honaable onthe
part of some legionary to keep the vexill um
and the vases and candlesticks clean and
bright, and duy provided with flowers and
candes at the expense of the praesidium."
(Handbook 181) It shoud na be necessary to
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add that the statue and altar cloth aso shoud
be kept in goodcondtion.

PUNCTUALITY:

"...apunctua start (so necessary for the
proficiency of the praesidium) will not be
possble unlessthe officers are in attendance
some time in advancein order to make the
requisite preparations.” (Handbook 182)

THE PRAY ERS:

Regarding the manner of saying the prayers”

... pray asif Our Blessed Lady hersdlf, instead
of her statue, were visibly present.” (Handbook
19:13

The prayers are to be one with the meding:
"What the breahingisto the human body, the
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Rosary isto the Legion medings' (Handbook
19:14). In regard to spedal prayers at the
meding: If it isaquestion d supdementing
the Legion prayers by some other prayers for
speaa intentions, the rulingisthat the existing
prayers are drealy longenough and shoud
naot ordinarily be added to." (Handbook 1916)
At afixed time, usualy abou an hou after the
opening d the meding, the Catena Legionisis
redted, al standing.

SHRITUAL READING:

"lts duration shoud be limited to abou 5
minutes. (Handbook 185)

THE ALLOCCTIO:

"In the event of the a&sence of the Spiritual
Diredor, the ommentary (onthe handbook
shoud be made by the President or by any
member designated by the President. It is

stressed that a mere reading from the handbook
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or any other document does nat sufficefor the
alocutio. The dlocutio shoud na occupy
more than five or six minutes." (Handbook
18:11)

WORK SHEET, ETC.

"No praesidium medingis ever to begin
withou its written program, termed the "Work
Shed". This shoud be drawn upin advance of
ead meding and from it the President will cal
the business" (Handbook 182) The Minute
book, Attendanceroll, Treasurer's bookand
seaet bag will berequired also a the meding.
The praesidium shoud have dso roll bookfor
pradorians, auxili aries, and adjutorians.

THE MINUTES:

"...the minutes roud be writteninink or
typed, andin abook d good quality."
(Handbook 343)

MEMBERS REPORTS:

"Inits own way the report is asimportant to
the meding as the prayers." (Handbook 189)
"Every member shoud have anotebook...
withou its aid a suitable report will not be
made." (Handbook 335) "A particular
applicaion d the doctrine of the Mysticd
Body of Christ may be made to the Legion
meding, espedally to the praesidium meding
which forms the heat of the Legion system."”
(Handbook 2}

From Some Handbook Reflections
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Divine Mysteries

Christ’s Church

[Cont. from page 1]

The ansequent duty of theologiansto
expoundwith greaer clarity the diverse
aspeds of ecdesiology hasresulted in a
flowering d writingin thisfield. In fad it
has become evident that this theme is a most
fruitful one which, however, has also at
timesrequired clarification by way of
predse definition and corredion, for
instancein the dedaration ‘Mysterium
Ecdesiag (1973, the Letter addressed to
the Bishops of the Cathalic Church
‘Communionisnotio’ (1992, andthe
dedaration ‘Dominus lesus’ (2000, all
pubished by the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith.

The vastnessof the subjed matter and the
novelty of many of the themesinvolved
continue to provoke theologicd refledion.
Amongthe many new contributionsto the
field, some ae not immune from erroneous
interpretation which in turn gveriseto
confusion and doulh. A number of these
interpretations have been referred to the
attention d the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith. Given the universality
of Cathadlic doctrine onthe Church, the
Congegation wishes to respondto these
questions by clarifying the authentic
meaning d some ectesiologicd expressons
used by the Magisterium which are open to
misunderstanding in the theologica debate.

Resporses to the Questions
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First Question: Did the SeaondVatican
Courcil change the Cathalic doctrine onthe
Church?

Resporse: The SecondVatican Courxil
neither changed na intended to change this
doctrine, rather it developed, degrened and
more fully explained it.

Thiswas exadly what John XXl said at
the beginning d the Courcil. Paul VI
affirmed it and commented in the ad of
promulgating the Constitution Lumen
gentium: ‘Thereisno better comment to
make than to say that this promulgation
redly changes nothing o the traditional
doctrine. What Christ will ed, we dso will .
What was, still i s. What the Church has
taught down throughthe centuries, we dso
tead. In simple terms that which was
asumed, is now explicit; that which was
uncertain, is now clarified; that which was
meditated upon discussed and sometimes
argued ower, isnow put together in ore dea
formulation.” The Bishops repedaedly
expressed and fulfill ed this intention.

Seoond Question: What isthe meaning o
the dfirmation that the Church of Christ
subsistsin the Cathalic Church?

Resporse: Christ ‘established here on eath’
only one Church andinstituted it asa
‘visible and spiritual community’, that from
its beginning and throughou the centuries
has always existed and will always exist,
andin which alone aefoundall the
elements that Christ himself instituted. ‘ This
one Church of Christ, which we mnfessin
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the Cread as one, haly, catholic and
apostolic. ... This Church, constituted and
organized in thisworld as a society, subsists
in the Cathalic Church, governed by the
succesr of Peter and the Bishopsin
communionwith him’.

In number 8 of the Dogmatic Constitution
‘Lumen Gentium’ ’ subsistence meansthis
perduring, historicd continuity and the
permanenceof all the dementsinstituted by
Christ in the Cathalic Church, in which the
Church of Christ is concretely found onthis
eath.

It ispossble, acordingto Cathalic doctrine,
to affirm corredly that the Church of Christ
IS present and operative in the durches and
ecdesial Communities not yet fully in
communion with the Catholic Church, on
acourt of the dements of sanctificaionand
truth that are present in them. Nevertheless
the word 'subsists' can orly be dtributed to
the Cathadlic Church alone predsely becaise
it refersto the mark of unity that we profess
in the symbals of the faith (I believe... in
the ‘one’ Church); andthis‘one’ Church
subsists in the Cathalic Church.

Third Question: Why was the expresson
'subsistsin’ adopted instead of the ssimple
word ‘is' ?

Response: The use of this expresson, which
indicaes the full i dentity of the Church of
Christ with the Cathalic Church, does not
change the doctrine onthe Church. Rather, it
comes from and krings out more dealy the
fad that there ae ‘numerous elements of
sanctificaionand o truth’ which are found
outside her structure, but which ‘as gifts
properly belongngto the Church of Christ,
impel towards Cathalic Unity.’
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‘It follows that these separated churches and
Communiti es, thoughwe beli eve they suffer
from defeds, are deprived neither of
significance nor importancein the mystery
of salvation. In fad the Spirit of Christ has
nat refrained from using them asinstruments
of salvation, whose value derives from that
fullnessof grace ad d truth which has been
entrusted to the Cathdlic Church.’

Fourth Question: Why does the Second
Vatican Courcil usetheterm ‘Church’ in
referenceto the oriental Churches sparated
from full communion with the Cathaolic
Church?

Response: The Courcil wanted to adopt the
traditional use of the term. ‘Because these
Churches, dthoughseparated, have true
saaaments and above dl - becaise of the
apostoli ¢ successon - the priesthoodand the
Eucharist, by means of which they remain
linked to us by very close bonds,” they merit
thetitle of ‘particular or locd Churches,’
and are cdl ed sister Churches of the
particular Cathalic Churches.

It isthroughthe ceebration d the Eucharist
of the Lord in eat of these Churches that
the Church of Godis built upand gowsin
stature.” However, since @mmunion with
the Cathadlic Church, the visible head of
which isthe Bishop d Rome and the
Successor of Peter, is not some external
complement to a particular Church bu
rather one of itsinternal constitutive
principles, these venerable Christian
communiti es ladk somethingin their
condtion as particular churches.

On the other hand, because of the division
between Christians, the full nessof
universality, which is proper to the Church
governed by the Succesor of Peter andthe
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Bishops in communion with him, isnot fully
redized in history.

Fifth Question: Why do the texts of the
Courcil and those of the Magisterium since
the Courcil not use thetitle of ‘Church’ with
regard to thase Christian Communities born
out of the Reformation d the sixteenth
century?

Responrse: According to Catholic doctrine,
these Communities do nd enjoy apostolic
successonin the saaament of Orders, and
are, therefore, deprived of a mnstitutive
element of the Church. These ectesial
Communiti es which, spedficaly becaise of
the dsence of the saadamental priesthood
have nat preserved the genuine and integral
substance of the Eucharistic Mystery cannd,
acording to Cathadlic doctrine, be cdled
‘Churches’ in the proper sense.

The Supreme Pontiff Benedict XV, at the
Audiencegranted to the undersigned
Cardinal Prefed of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, ratified and confirmed
these Responses, adoped in the Plenary
Sesson d the Congegation, and adered
their pulicaion.”

The Responses are acompanied by a
commentary which explains: “In this
document the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith isrespondng to a number of
guestions concerning the overall vision d
the Church which emerged from the
dogmatic and eaumenicd teadings of the
SemndVatican Courxil. ... The Courcil ‘of
the Church onthe Church’.”

This new document of the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, which essentially
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summarizes the teading o the Courcil and
the paost-concili ar Magisterium, constitutes a
clea redfirmation o Cathalic doctrine on
the Church. Apart from deding with certain
unacceptableideas which have unfortunately
spread aroundthe Cathadlic world, it offers
valuable indications for the future of
eaumenicd dialogue. Thisdialogue remains
one of the priorities of the Cathalic Church.
... However, if such daloguweisto betruly
constructive it must involve not just the
mutual opennessof the participants but also
fidelity to the identity of the Cathdlic faith.”

Catholic ewmenism might seam, at first
sight, somewhat paradoxicd. The Second
Vatican Courxcil 1l used the phrase’ subsistit
In’ in order to try to harmonizetwo dcctrinal
affirmations: onthe one hand, that despite
all the divisions between Christians the
Church of Christ continuesto exist fully
only in the Cathalic Church, and onthe
other hand that numerous elements of
sanctificaion and truth doexist outwith the
visible boundaries of the Cathaolic Church
whether in the particular Churches or in the
ecdesial Communities that are not fully in
communion with the Cathadlic Church.”

Althoughthe Catholic Church hasthe

full nessof the means of salvation,
‘nevertheless the divisions among
Christians prevent the Church from effeding
the full nessof cathalicity proper to her in
those of her children who, thoughjoined to
her by baptism, are yet separated from full
communionwith her.” The full nessof the
Cathalic Church, therefore, already exists,
but still hasto grow in the brethren who are
naot yet in full communionwithit andasoin
its own members who are sinners.”
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Legion

Spirit

Manners Shoud be Worthy o the Cause
From The Spirit of Home Visitation by Frank Duff

Get yourselves liked, says that code. Your
manners will bethefirst part of youthat the
people med. In fad, it might be said that so far
as those persons are oncerned, your manners
areyourselves. They are definitely part of your
resped and d your service, so let them be
worthy of your cause which isthe cause of
God. No matter what haly ideas arein you, no
matter what depths of humility, if your exterior
Isunfavorable it isthat which will determine
theisaein those ealy criticd moments. So et
your manner and your manners - for thereisa
distinction here - be asirreproachable a you
can make them.

"May we have a diat?' "May we comein?' "Is
it quite convenient that we shoud come now?
If not, perhaps we could come badk another
time?' "We aelegionaries of Mary - we
grealy wish to have your understanding and
encouragement. Will you permit usto tell you
something about ourselves and ou work?"
This ort of considerate civility will be founda
sovereign way of getting the legionariesin and
seauring them a heaing. Obviously you have
to introduceyourselves and to explain why you
are there. A lady wastalking abou the
visitation d her home by two young
legionaries. "l do nd know what brings them
around" she said. "They are extraordinarily
nicegirls, but they areill at esse whilethey are
here. They have mme agood number of times
to us and we like them very much. But we do
not know why they are visiting 1s." | hope this
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story is an exaggeration - asit may be. But
even allowingfor that, it is plain that the
legionary methodwas hopeless and that the
galant young @ir had been let loose withou
proper aid from their praesidium.

Thefad isthat you haveto tell what you are
abou. So manifestly you haveto present a
though-out explanation. But this does nat
mean that you embark onatalking campaign.
Try to dothe oppasite. Having gd yourself in
by talking, turn off the tap. Aim at listening
instead of talking. Much talking may mark you
as amere salesman, whoisnat redly interested
in the people but has sMe game or other to

play.
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Special Excerpt
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Prayers to be Recited Before the Pilgrim Virgin,
as suggested by the Ambassadors of Mary
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